
Faith and Love in a Relational Universe 

Christianity Through the Lens of Relational Reality 

 

The Central Question 

For two thousand years Christianity has been understood through many different lenses. 

Historical. 

Moral. 

Mystical. 

Philosophical. 

Sacramental. 

Scientific. 

Relational Mechanics suggests another. 

Not because it proves Christianity. 

It does not. 

Nor because Christianity requires physics to justify itself. 

It does not. 

Rather, because both appear to speak repeatedly about one surprisingly similar theme: 

relationship. 

 

God as the Ultimate Whole 

Christianity begins not with humanity but with God. 



Relational Mechanics likewise begins with a universal ground of coherence rather than isolated objects. 

Whether one calls this ultimate reality God, the Ground of Being, or the Global Ground State, both 

perspectives agree on one profound intuition: 

Reality is not fundamentally fragmented. 

The Whole comes first. 

The parts derive their meaning through their participation in the Whole. 

 

Love Is the Opposite of Separation 

Jesus summarized the entire Law with two commandments. 

Love God. 

Love your neighbor. 

These are usually presented as two independent duties. 

Relational thinking suggests something deeper. 

They are the two dimensions of the same movement. 

Vertical relationship. 

Horizontal relationship. 

The first concerns our relation to the source of being. 

The second concerns our relation to one another. 

Love therefore becomes more than emotion. 

It becomes the continual reduction of unnecessary separation. 

 



Sin as Separation 

Christian theology has described sin in many ways. 

Disobedience. 

Pride. 

Alienation. 

Missing the mark. 

Relational thinking does not replace these understandings. 

It simply notices their common structure. 

Every sin separates. 

It separates us from God. 

It separates us from other people. 

Often it separates us from ourselves. 

The language of separation therefore provides a common thread connecting many otherwise diverse 

biblical teachings. 

 

Transformation Rather Than Rule-Keeping 

Jesus repeatedly shifted attention away from external observance toward the condition of the heart. 

The inside mattered more than the outside. 

The person mattered more than the ritual. 

Relationally understood, this suggests that what ultimately matters is not merely outward behavior but 

the underlying relational orientation from which behavior arises. 



Transformation precedes action. 

The tree becomes healthy before it bears good fruit. 

 

Why Love of Neighbor Cannot Be Separated from Love of God 

One of the most striking features of the New Testament is its insistence that these two forms of love 

cannot ultimately be separated. 

"If anyone says, 'I love God,' yet hates his brother or sister, he is a liar." 

Relational thinking provides an intuitive picture. 

To move toward the Whole while simultaneously moving away from those who belong to the Whole is 

internally inconsistent. 

The two movements oppose one another. 

Love of God and love of neighbor therefore become not competing obligations but complementary 

expressions of one relational reality. 

 

Prayer as Participation 

Prayer has often been understood as speaking to God. 

Relationally, it may also be understood as participation. 

Not participation in the sense of controlling reality. 

Not magical manifestation. 

But conscious participation in a reality larger than oneself. 

Prayer becomes an opening rather than a demand. 

Alignment rather than manipulation. 



Listening as much as speaking. 

Its primary purpose is not to change God. 

Its first purpose is to change us. 

 

The Cross 

For Christians, the Cross stands at the center of history. 

Relational thinking does not explain away its mystery. 

Nor does it attempt to replace the theological meanings developed over centuries. 

It simply notices that the Cross is repeatedly described as reconciliation. 

The reconciliation of humanity with God. 

The reconciliation of enemies. 

The breaking down of dividing walls. 

The restoration of communion. 

In other words, 

the overcoming of separation. 

Whatever else the Cross may be, it is presented throughout the New Testament as the supreme act of 

relational restoration. 

 

The Church 

The Church is often described as the Body of Christ. 

This is one of the most profoundly relational images in Christianity. 



Many members. 

One body. 

Different gifts. 

One Spirit. 

Unity without uniformity. 

Individuality without isolation. 

The image is not mechanical. 

It is relational. 

 

The Kingdom of God 

The Kingdom of God is frequently imagined as a place. 

Jesus more often described it as a way of being. 

A transformed order of relationships. 

Relationships with God. 

Relationships among people. 

Relationships with creation. 

The Kingdom therefore appears wherever love overcomes separation. 

 

Faith and Science 

Relational Mechanics does not prove Christianity. 

Nor does Christianity require validation from physics. 



They ask different kinds of questions. 

Science asks how the world is organized. 

Faith asks why life matters and how we ought to live. 

Yet occasionally the languages of different disciplines illuminate one another. 

When physics increasingly speaks of relational reality, 

and Christianity speaks of reconciliation, 

communion, 

love, 

and the restoration of broken relationships, 

a conversation naturally begins. 

Whether that conversation ultimately transforms either discipline remains to be seen. 

But it is a conversation worth having. 

 

Conclusion 

Perhaps the deepest claim of Christianity has never been merely that God exists. 

Perhaps it has always been that 

no person is meant to exist in isolation. 

Not from God. 

Not from other people. 

Not even from creation itself. 

Relational Mechanics begins from a remarkably similar intuition. 



It suggests that separation is not the natural endpoint of reality. 

Relationship is. 

Whether one approaches this insight through physics, 

through philosophy, 

or through faith, 

the invitation is the same. 

To move toward greater communion. 

Toward greater coherence. 

Toward greater love. 

Because perhaps love is not simply one virtue among many. 

Perhaps it is the deepest relational principle through which reality itself is continually drawn toward 

wholeness. 

 


